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Dutch Cocoa for New Jersey’s Dutch College 

Wallace House & Old Dutch Parsonage STATE HISTORIC SITES 

https://nj.gov/dep/parksandforests/historic/wallacedutch.html  
 
Rutgers Bakeshop Devil’s Food Cupcakes feature Dutch 
cocoa, an appropriate ingredient for a university founded 
by ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church. 
 
Dutch chocolate is as old as Dutch New Jersey. The Dutch 
first encountered chocolate in 1634 when they captured 
Curacao from the Spanish, seizing the Caribbean island’s 
cacao plantations where enslaved Africans labored. Only 
ten years earlier, Dutch colonists had arrived in New 
Jersey, claiming present-day New Jersey and New York for 
the Dutch colony of New Netherland. Curacao today is a 
constituent country of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 
 
Dinah Van Bergh, who lived at Old Dutch Parsonage State 

Historic Site before moving to New Brunswick when her husband served as first president of 
Queen’s College, the forerunner of Rutgers, was a Dutch emigrant from Amsterdam, a leading port 
in the European cocoa trade. Her son Frederick Frelinghuysen tutored the first students at Queen’s 
College beginning in 1771 at the Sign of the Red Lion, a tavern in New Brunswick that likely served 
chocolate as a hot drink in the absence of a coffeehouse in the surrounding countryside. 
 
George and Martha Washington at Wallace House State Historic Site in May 1779 received a visit 
from Don Juan de Miralles, a Spanish agent from Cuba. Don Juan offered his “most respectful 
Thanks” for Gen. and Mrs. Washington’s hospitality with a “few trifles” including “20 Cakes of 
Chocolate without sugar for their better preservation in the hot season, and that Every Body might 
sweeten them according to his own Taste.” 

 
The Dutch cocoa used in this recipe comes from the 
nineteenth century when a Dutch scientist invented 
a new process for refining cocoa powder, expanding 
cocoa’s application beyond the traditional drink to 
the variety of products that feature chocolate today. 
 
Make any day Rutgers Day with this special recipe 

from the State University of New Jersey. 
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